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Phoenix Children’s and Arizona State University’s Edson College of Nursing and
Health Innovation are thrilled to announce an expansion of their strategic
partnership with the development of pre-licensure and graduate-level programs
that enhance the preparation of Arizona’s future pediatric nurses.

Leaders at both institutions are part of a newly developed joint operating
committee formed to enhance education, research efforts and train the next
generation of pediatric clinical talent. To that end, ASU’s Edson College and
Phoenix Children’s created a Dedicated Education Unit (DEU) for pre-licensure
nursing students and collaborated on the development of the Acute Care Pediatric
Nurse Practitioner Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) and Certificate Program Curriculum
for graduate-level nursing students.

“Our primary goal is to develop high quality, nationally renowned pediatric
nursing programs that offer students increased time at the pediatric patient
bedside,” said Julie Bowman, Chief Nursing Officer at Phoenix Children’s. “A DEU
like the one at Phoenix Children’s is one of the first of its kind in pediatrics, and
this program helps develop ‘workforce ready’ nurses who are confident in their
ability to work with young patients.”

Edson College’s new DEU program, which includes a pediatric elective with course
credits for pre-licensure nursing students interested in pediatric care, gives
students a total of 72 focused hours of time at the patient bedside at Phoenix
Children’s. The DEU sets students up for success by pairing them with a
dedicated Phoenix Children’s nurse preceptor whom students shadow for six full
nursing shifts. These focused hours give students an established clinical skillset
before applying for a highly sought-after opportunity in Phoenix Children’s
“Transition to Practice/TTP” program, which affords nurses more than 100
additional hours of time at the pediatric bedside. The DEU also gives hospital staff
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early insight into prospective nurses who may wish to join the Phoenix Children’s
team.  

“The major value is seeing undergraduate students beginning to think like full-
time pediatric nurses,” said Judy Karshmer, Edson College of Nursing and Health
Innovation Dean. “Not only do they learn all the technical skills required, like
inserting IVs and patient charting, they learn how to be a critical part of the care
team—working with patients, physicians, relaying information to young patients
and empathizing with parents on their hardest days.”

The Edson College Acute Care Pediatric Nurse Practitioner DNP and Certificate
Program curriculum are some of the newest and most highly focused programs in
graduate-level nursing education offered in the U.S.

As part of the program, students complete a major intervention project where
they identify an issue in patient care, conduct ongoing research and implement a
solution within a department. Their insights and research outcomes become a
crucial part of Phoenix Children’s care model. Equally, students have an
opportunity to learn nurse management and improve pediatric care on a broad
scale in one of the fastest growing cities in the U.S.

“We’re excited about these new nursing programs for two major reasons,” said
Dean Karshmer. “The first is social embeddedness, and how these programs are a
direct response to the community’s needs. The second is our relationship with
Phoenix Children’s and how we are able to make this work by having an equal,
focused investment in our state’s future nurses.”

About Phoenix Children’s

Phoenix Children’s Hospital is Arizona’s only children’s hospital recognized by U.S.
News & World Report’s Best Children’s Hospitals. For 35 years Phoenix Children's
has provided world-class inpatient, outpatient, trauma, emergency and urgent
care to children and families in Arizona and throughout the Southwest. As one of
the largest children’s hospitals in the country, Phoenix Children’s delivers care
across more than 75 pediatric specialties. Recognized specifically for its patient-
focused innovation, medical education, growth and research, Phoenix Children’s
was named Business of the Year and Exceptional Innovator by the Greater
Phoenix Chamber in 2018. For more information about the hospital, visit
http://www.phoenixchildrens.org.

About Arizona State University

Arizona State University, ranked No. 1 “Most Innovative School” in the nation by
U.S. News & World Report for three years in succession, has forged the model for
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a New American University. ASU is a comprehensive public research institution,
measured not by whom it excludes, but by whom it includes and how they
succeed; advancing research and discovery of public value; and assuming
fundamental responsibility for the economic, social, cultural and overall health of
the communities it serves. ASU operates on the principle that learning is a
personal and original journey for each student; that they thrive on experience,
and the process of discovery cannot be bound by traditional academic disciplines.
Through innovation and a commitment to accessibility, ASU has drawn pioneering
researchers to its faculty even as it expands opportunities for qualified students,
attracting some of the highest caliber students from all 50 states and more than
130 nations. www.asu.edu 
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